
 
 

 

Jungle Giants and Deadly Dinosaurs: Reception 
 

Intent 
  

 

Implementation 
 

Impact 
 Children’s interests: The children enjoy being outdoors and 

learning about animals (trip to the farmyard, Smart Trees, 
Antarctic/Arctic animals) 
The children have been comparing environments (countryside 
to Antarctica). We will continue to compare our environment 
(countryside) to another environment (jungle). 
It gives children opportunity to develop language. 
Our Science focus is for children to know: meat eaters, 
vegetable eaters, and meat and vegetable eaters. 
Gives children opportunity to explore ‘the world’ exceeding 
descriptors; how is the environment and living things 
influenced by human activity? Describe actions which people 
in their community do that help to maintain the area they live 
in.  

 

 

All areas of learning are planned for explicitly as well as 
providing opportunity for skills to develop during ‘learning 
opportunities time’. 

Topic entry point-Children to bring in dinosaur models 
made out of recycled materials.  

Topic exit point- A trip to ‘All Things Wild’ to engage in 
two educational sessions, Dino Explore and Fossil 
Discovery. 

Daily Dashboard sessions to teach ‘science’ and 
‘geography’ focus. 

 

We will assess the children’s learning by making 
informed observations.  

We will assess whether the children have gained 
the knowledge and skills outlined in this theme 
overview.  

We will then identify any gaps in learning that 
need to be addressed next time or in subsequent 
themes/topics.  

 

 

 



 

SMSC 
  Spiritual 

Jungle Giants & Deadly Dinosaurs Reception: Learning Opportunities 
  

 

Specific Areas:    Links to theme 
  

Prime Areas: Links to theme 
  

Literacy 
-Read ‘Dear Zoo’- sequencing the story. Re-tell narrative in the 
correct sequence. 
-Phase 4 phonics 
-Listen to the story ‘Rumble in the Jungle’ and ask the children to 
explain how they feel about the story and respond through music, 
drama, pictures and writing.  
-Children will create their own picture book in the same style as 
‘Dinosaurs in my school’.  
-Topic books- ‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’, ‘Handa’s Surprise’, ‘Monkey 
Puzzle’, ‘Ask Dr K Fisher Dinosaurs’ 
-All children to practise name writing daily.  
-The children will practise writing captions for pictures using their 
phonological knowledge to help them sound out words.  
-Writing pancake recipe.  
-World Book Day- comic/Beano character dress up 
-Helicopter Stories- storytelling 
 

Mathematics 
Number 
• Number bonds to 5 and then 10. Learn corresponding partitioning 

facts for number bonds to 5. (KIRF sheet to go home) 
• One more one less 
• Addition and Subtraction number problems. 
Shape, Space and Measure 
• Measurement- measure dinosaur models, size order 
• 2D and 3D shapes 
• Weight 

-Collective Worship 
-Forest School 
-Seasonal changes, Spring 
walks 
-Easter concert 

 

Communication and Language 
  

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
  

 

• Helicopter Stories- storytelling. 
• Acting out the story ‘Handa’s Surprise’. Children acting out different parts. Considering 

different viewpoints.  
• Dinosaur Den role play area- plants, volcanoes, camouflage sheet, dinosaurs, fossils, 

dinosaur fact books, spades, sand, soil, eggs, paintbrushes  
• Dinosaur Museum role play area- skeletons, clipboards, tape, magnifying glasses, tickets, 

till  
• Dinosaur small world play- dinosaurs, soil, leaves, wooden blocks, stones, mud  
• Jungle role play area- trees, plants, clipboards, binoculars, animals  
• Helicopter stories 

Physical Development 
  

 
• Ball Skills Unit- Getset4PE  
Rolling a ball, stopping a rolling ball, throwing at a target, bouncing a ball, dribbling a ball 
with feet, kicking a ball 

• Engaging in whole class Write Dance sessions.  
• Dough Disco- using therapy putty and music to develop fine motor skills  
• Learn Wake and Shake dance routine.  
• Forest School  
• Scissor skills- cutting different shapes. 
• Fine motor skills to create Mothering Sunday craft 
 

-Problem solving; dinosaur den building 
-Marvellous Me box 
-Sharing dinosaur models (made of recycled materials) with friends. Presenting these 
models to the class explaining design and making process and describing dinosaur, name, 
habitat and what it likes to eat etc. 
-Performing in the Mothering Sunday concert and the Easter parade 
 
 

Moral 
-Looking after jungle animals 
-‘Pancakes for Primrose’ 
fundraiser 
 Social 
-Visit to theBarn church 
-Making pancakes  
-World Book Day- dress up day 
-Mothering Sunday craft 
 

 
Cultural 

-Shrove Tuesday 
-Mothering Sunday concert 

 

Understanding the World 
-Identify some features of living things. How do we and animals grow 
and change? Finding out about dinosaurs and searching for fossils.  
-Seasonal changes- lambs, chicks, bulbs, buds.  
-Discussion about Easter- Why do Christians celebrate Easter?  
-Researching about different jungle animals 
-RE- Which places are special and why? Visit to theBarn.  
-Learning about Mothering Sunday, Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday 
-Visit to All Things Wild  
-Rising Stars- We can exercise, We are digital readers, We can blog 
 
 

Expressive Arts & 
Design 

-Melting chocolate- before and 
after (nests)  
-Learn new songs and rhymes 
about Spring, dinosaurs and 
jungle animals.  
-Singing Easter songs  
-Mothering Sunday craft with 
Mums/Nans.  
-Jungle pictures and paintings 
using a range of media  
- Make a container to carry an 
egg.  
-Home learning- making 
dinosaurs out of recycled 
materials.  
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication and Language 
  

 

 

• Maintains attention, concentrates and sits quietly during appropriate activity (40-60) 
• Two-channelled attention (40-60) 
• They give their attention to what others say and respond appropriately, while engaged in another activity (ELG) 
• Children listen attentively in a range of situations (ELG) 
• Able to follow a story without pictures or props (40-60) 
• Listens & responds to ideas expressed by others in conversation or discussion (40-60) 
• Responds to instructions involving a two-part sequence (40-60) 
• Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions (ELG) 
• They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events (ELG) 
• Extends vocabulary especially by grouping and naming, exploring the meaning and sounds of new words (40-60) 
• Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events (40-60) 
• Children express themselves effectively showing awareness of listeners’ needs (ELG) 

Physical Development 
  

 

• Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed (40-60) 
• Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials (40-60) 
• Begins to form recognisable letters (40-60) 
• Children show good control and co-ordination in large and small movement (ELG) 
• Practices some appropriate safety measures without direct supervision (40-60) 

 
 

Jungle Giants & Deadly Dinosaurs Reception: Skills linked to EYFS Development Matters 
  

 
Prime Areas 

  

Specific Areas 
  

Expressive Arts & Design 
  

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
  

 

• Understands that different media can be combined to create new effects (40-60) 
• Selects appropriate resources and adapts work where necessary (40-60) 
• Uses simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately (40-60) 
• Explores what happens when they mix colours (40-60) 
• Children sing songs, make music and dance and experiment with ways of changing them (ELG) 
• Plays co-operatively as part of a group to develop and act out a narrative (40-60) 
• Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and 

purposes (ELG) 
• They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role 

play and stories (ELG) 
 
 
  

• Explains own knowledge and understanding and asks appropriate questions of others (40-60) 
• Takes steps to resolve conflicts with other children (40-60) 
• They take account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity (ELG) 
• Confident to speak to others about own needs, wants, interests and opinions (40-60) 
• Can describe self in positive terms and talk about abilities (40-60) 
• Children are confident to try new activities and say why they like some activities more than others (ELG) 
• They are confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas, and will choose the resources they 

need for their chosen activities (ELG) 
• Aware of the boundaries set, and of behavioural expectations in the setting (40-60) 
• Understands that own actions affect other people (40-60) 
• They adjust their behaviour to different situations and take changes of routine in their stride (ELG) 
• Children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about their own and others’ behaviour and its 

consequences and know that some behaviour is unacceptable (ELG) 
• They work as part of a group or class and understand and follow the rules (ELG) 
 
 

Understanding the World 

Literacy 
• Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together and knows which letters represent some of 

them (40-60) 
• Begins to read words and simple sentences (40-60) 
• Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their experience of books (40-60) 
• Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions (40-60) 
• Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts (40-60) 
• They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately (ELG) 
• They are also read some common irregular words (ELG) 
• Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds (ELG) 
• They also write some irregular common words (ELG) 
 

• Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines (40-60) 
• They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities 

and traditions (ELG) 
• They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things and are sensitive to this (ELG) 
• Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change (40-60) 
• They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one 

another (ELG) 
• They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur and talk about changes (ELG) 
• Children know that the environment and living things are influenced by human activity (EXC) 
• Children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools (ELG) 
 

Mathematics 
• Finds one more or one less from a group of up to ten objects (40-60) 
• Says the number that is one more than a given number (40-60) 
• In practical activities and discussion, beginning to use the vocab involved in adding and subtracting (40-60) 
• Using quantities and objects, they add and subject two single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the 

answer (ELG) 
• Beginning to use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 3D shapes and ‘flat’ 2D shapes and mathematical terms to 

describe shapes. 
 



 

 

 

Jungle Giants & Deadly Dinosaurs Reception: Links to characteristics of effective learning 
and key vocab. 

  

 

Key Vocabulary 
  

Characteristics of Effective Learning 
  

Creating and Thinking Critically: Thinking 

Playing and Exploring: Engagement 

•  Showing curiosity about objects, events and people 
• Using senses to explore the world around them 
• Engaging in open-ended activity 
• Showing particular interests 
• Representing their experiences in play 
• Taking on a role in their play 
• Acting out experiences with other people 
• Initiating activities  
• Seeking challenge 
• Showing a ‘can do’ attitude 
• Taking a risk, engaging in new experiences and learning by trial and error 
 

 

• Thinking of ideas 
• Finding ways to solve problems 
• Finding ways to sole problems 
• Making links and noticing patterns in their experience 
• Making predictions 
• Testing their ideas 
• Checking how well their activities are going 
• Changing strategy as needed 
• Reviewing how well the approach worked 

Active Learning: Motivation 

•  Maintaining focus on their activity for a period of time 
• Persisting with activity when challenges occur 
• Showing a belief that more effect or a different approach will pay off 
• Showing satisfaction in meeting their own goals 
• Being proud of how they accomplished something- not-just the end result 
 

 

Communication and Language 
  

 

 

Word Aware words- buds, blossom, 
early, later, heavy, light (not heavy) 

 

 

 

 Physical Development 
  

 
Movement, expression, feelings, three-
finger hold, pillow finger, bouncy frog 

Ball skill vocab, kicking, dribbling, 
throwing, catching, rolling, target Expressive Arts & Design 

  

 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

  

 

 Collage, mixing, materials 

 

Feelings words; angry, sad, worried, 
happy, excited, frustrated 
Heart Smart vocab. 
 
 

Understanding the World 

Literacy 

Sentences, captions, labels, finger spaces, 
segmenting, blending, phoneme, grapheme, 
digraph, trigraph, tricky word, capital letter, 
full stop 

  

 

Easter vocab- resurrection, tomb, forgiveness, 
cross, Trinity 

Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday 

Spring vocab- bulb, bud, birth, shoot, lamb, chick 

Dinosaur vocab- meat eater, vegetable eater 

 

Mathematics 
Number bonds, part, part, whole diagram, ten 
frames, cubes, objects, more, less, compare, 
similar, different 

Length, height, long, short, tall high, low, wide, narrow, 
thick, thin, longer, shorter, taller, higher, longest, 
shortest, tallest, highest, far, near, close 

Weigh, weighs, balances heavy, light heavier than, lighter 
than heaviest, lightest scales 


